
 

 

VERCELLI - LO DOLCE PIANO 

(VERCELLI – THE GENTLE PLAIN) 

 

 

Rimembriti di Pier da Medicina 
Se mai torni a veder lo dolce piano 
Che da Vercelli a Marcabò dichina. 
 
(Dante, Inf. XXVIII 73-75) 

 

‘Should you ever see that gentle plain again 
That slopes from Vercelli down to Marcabò 
For Pier da Medicina spare a tought. 

 

 

 

SHORT TOURIST–EDUCATIONAL INTRODUCTION 

 

Of Celtic origin, Vercelli witnessed one of the most important battles of ancient times (the 

victory of the consul Caius Marius over the Cimbri, in 101 B.C.). 

Vercelli lived in glory during the Middle Ages, it was the site of the university Studium and 

other important stop-overs along the “via Francigena”, which led pilgrims coming from 

Canterbury to Rome. 

 

The Abbey of Saint Andrea, which dates back to the beginning of the thirteenth century, is 

one of the most beautiful churches in Europe and a commendable example of the 

transition from Romanesque to Gothic style. 

It was built in just eight years, between 1219 and 1227, thanks to the economic 

contributions of Guala Bicchieri, a well-known Cardinal of Vercelli who, having been sent 

to England by the Pope, had been able to establish good relationships between the 

Barons and John Lackland, contributing to the drafting of the Magna Charta. 

As a conformation of such a strong link with British culture, Vercelli hosts one of the most 

ancient texts written in old English, the so-called “Vercelli Book”, which dates back to the 

tenth century and is now on exhibit at the Tesoro del Duomo Museum (Vercelli Cathedral). 

During the Renaissance, the city still enjoyed many moments of unquestionable prestige, 

as it was the site of a renowned painting school, and as a testimony to this greatness, an 

extraordinary group of frescoes created by Gaudenzio Ferrari still exist in the church of 

San Cristoforo. 

After the relocation by the Duke of Savoy of the capital from Chambery to Turin (1561), the 

political hegemony of Vercelli showed a slow decline, as in the past the city had hosted the 

Sacra Sindone (Holy Shroud). 

 



Between the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth, thanks to 

the contributions of two benefactors, the city was endowed with its most important cultural 

institutions: the Borgogna Museum, which is an exquisite gallery, rich in Renaissance 

artwork, and second in Piedmont only to the Galleria Sabauda in Turin; and the Leone 

Museum, which tells, in an elegant manner, the history of the territory, from the Neolithic 

period to the nineteenth century and the Wars of Independence. 

 

Many other artistic and architectural charms enrich the city, from the fascinating 

Synagogue to Piazza Cavour (which is very unique with its original medieval structure), to 

the Modernist district that now houses the Rice Stock Exchange and the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

From an urban point of view, there is great potential thanks to the huge number of 

buildings waiting to be restored and reused such as the ancient hospital, rich in religious 

pilgrim tradition; the nineteenth century barracks; a modern style pulmonary hospital, a 

mental institution in the form of a collection of buildings, an industrial archaeological site 

connected to Montedison Chemical Production. 

 

On a regional scale, the most fascinating element is based on a special system of canals, 

heavily relied upon by rice cultivation, and many of which are derived from the Cavour 

Canal, one of the first pieces of infrastructure after Italian Unification (1866). This system 

of irrigation creates an unusual network, unique worldwide, exploiting elevation differences 

and thus not requiring pumps. 

Between April and May, rice field flooding results in a spectacular landscape, creating an 

almost hypnotic experience for visitors. 

In terms of rice cultivation and the landscape of the canals, its animals and its flora, 

Vercelli is a sister-city with the French town of Arles. 

 

The city is fully equipped with academic institutions, such as a campus of the University of 

Eastern Piedmont (including departments of literature and the material science), as well as 

the Office of the Dean. 

 

Vercelli sports tradition deserves a special mention: the Pro Vercelli society transformed 

the city into not only a world capital of fencing, but a fabulous place of Italian football, as 

symbolized by the legendary player, Silvio Piola. 

 

There are numerous cultural events throughout the year in proportion to the size of the 

city. At least two of these enjoy international fame: the International Music Competition 

G.B. Viotti, (a pioneer event dating back to the early '50s, along with that of Geneva), and 

the Festival of Civil Poetry - admitted to UNESCO's World Poetry Directory - which has 

recognized the greatest poets from all over the world. 

Since 2006, Vercelli has had a space dedicated to modern art, placed inside a 

deconsecrated medieval church: it is ARCA, which has hosted international exhibitions, 

co-operating with the Peggy Guggenheim Foundation and the State Museum of Mosca. 

 



Vercelli culinary tradition is closely connected to rice production, with peak of expression in 

risotto and its countless variations: the most traditional one is called panissa and is 

enriched by salami and beans. Wines to pair with panissa come from all over the 

Piedmont, and have very noble features already found in the province of Vercelli, along 

with the Bramaterra and especially the Gattinara wines. 

Dessert offers two exciting experiences with tartufata (a typical cake with chocolate phyllo 

dough) and - even more so - with bicciolani, shortbread cookies with a secret blend of 

spices that makes them irresistible. 

 

Bicciolano is also the name of the local mask, a cousin of the Gianduia mask of Turin, 

which is a star during local carnival, and is always on stage thanks to the tradition of 

puppets of the Niemen Family. 

 

The appeal to tourists is based on the mix of all the above listed elements, enhanced by 

the strategic proximity and easy connections to Milan, Turin and Genoa. Vercelli invites 

enjoyment of a very natural, artistic and authentic experience, with soft and sweet way of 

life. 

 

 

GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND DISTANCE FROM MILAN 

 

Vercelli is a small town in Piedmont, in the northwest of Italy. It has about 45.000 

inhabitants and it is the capital of a province characterized by two different extreme 

territories: a great plain (the beginning of the Padana Valley), strongly shaped over the 

centuries by rice cultivation, and the picturesque Alpine valley, Valsesia, which culminates 

at 4554 meters at the Capanna Margherita, atop Mount Rosa. 

 

Its geographical profile is very interesting:  

 

1) Conveniently located less than 80 kilometers from Milan (with the availability of 

as many as 12 daily train connections, and a special night train during EXPO 

weekend) 

2) Easy access to the motorway network (from Vercelli to Rho Fiera in 60 min.) and 

three international airports in the Northwest (Malpensa, Linate, Caselle)  

3) Italian provincial lifestyle, a good, attractive alternative, when compared to the 

exasperated rhythms of the metropolis.  



 

INFORMATION ON OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION IN VERCELLI 

 

Name Phone n° Email Beds Web site 

Vercelli Palace Hotel 0161/300900 info@vercellipalacehotel.it 165 www.vercellipalacehotel.it 

Blue Ribbon 0161/213817 blueribbonvc@libero.it 25 www.blueribbonhotel.it 

Hotel Cinzia Ristorante 0161/253585 direzione@hotel-cinzia.com 52 www.hotel-cinzia.com 

Hotel Ristorante Garibaldi 0161/302443 info@hotelristorantegaribaldi.com 35 www.hotelristorantegaribaldi.com 

Hotel Ristorante Il Giardinetto 0161/257230 giardi.dan@libero.it 16   

Hotel Matteotti 0161/211840 hotelmatteotti@libero.it 24 www.hotelmatteotti.it 

Modo Hotel 0161/217300 modohotel@virgilio.it 129   

Cerruti Hotel 0161/213567 info@cerrutihotel.it 23 www.cerrutihotel.it 

Albergo Valsesia 0161/250842   17   

Al Viaggiator leggero 338/2176516 info@alviaggiatorleggero.it 4 www.alviaggiatorleggero.it 

Affittacamere Franzi 0161/250836 affittacamerecarola@residence.vercelli.it 10 www.residence.vercelli.it 

Affittacamere Le Acacie 0161/213824 info@leacacievercelli@it 12 www.leacacievercelli.it 

Affittacamere Rondinella 0161/250835   8   

B&B Cascina Erbade 0161/213656 hardenberg@tiscali.it 6 www.grafhardenberg.eu 

Una Stanza in Famiglia 329/3148272 unastanzainfamiglia@gmail.com 5   

Residence Carlo Alberto 0161/261111 residencecarloalberto@gmail.com 82   

Il Cortile 335/5458924 ilcortilevercelli@gmail.com 20 www.ilcortilevercelli.com 

Residence mercurio 0161/606800 brunellodp@libero.it 36   

Residenza Turistica Ines 0161/250836 residenzaines@residence.vercelli.it 10 www.residence.vercelli.it 

Residenza Turistica Tre re 0161/250836 residenzatrere@residence.vercelli.it 32 www.residence.vercelli.it 

Casa Studenti - Pensionato Universitario 0161/255425 paola.brioschi@alice.it 40 www.suorediloreto.it 

  Tot. 751  

 

DESCRIPTION OF TWO CULTURAL EXPERIENCES 

 

1) VERCELLI ><EXPO A/R 

FROM 1st May to 31st October 2015 

Throughout the EXPO period, ARCA and the former church of Saint Marco will be 

transformed into a terminal - symbolic and real at the same time - to and from the EXPO. 

ARCA will become a cultural centre where the programming and the sequence of events 

(art/ music/ theater/ film/ video/ literature/ poetry) will be essential to ensure the new 

history of the city; ARCA will become the stage on which to begin representing how and 

what the city will be in the coming years, in terms of the three critical issues of economic, 

cultural and young society. 

That is to say, not a single experience, but six months of experience and comparisons, 

exploiting the dynamics of the EXPO to mold the next 5 to 10 years of the city itself. 
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2) INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETION  G.B. VIOTTI  

From 14th to 24th October 2015 

During the fall 2015, the 65th edition of one of the most ancient music competitions will 

take place. A competition which has offered an excellent showcase to many of the most 

important names in the world of musicians and singers. All stage trials are open to the 

public and the finale will be accompanied by a symphonic orchestra 

 

DESCRIPTION OF TWO FOOD&WINE EXPERIENCE 

 

1) The frog festival – Cappuccini district - Vercelli 

It is the most ancient festival of the Vercelli province; this year, in the firs days of 

September, edition n. 39, lasting 4 days, will take place. 

The frog festival offers a wide menu of typical piedmont cuisine, from Vercelli “Panissa” to 

the cutlet in vinegar and spice (called “carpione”), from salami preserved in fat to the 

“tongue in green sauce” ad other dainty dishes. 

Not only good cuisine, but also events, shows, sport and charity to celebrate the frog, 

typical of this area that in summer months lives in rice fields. 

2) The grape festival - Gattinara 

Historic commemoration in country folk style, with possibility of dining in the ancient courts 

of the city-centre. 

Music, old-times balls of the grape harvest will illustrate the beauties of the territory and its 

excellence, among which the Gattinara d.o.c.g. wine. 

It is usually held in the firs weekend of September and attracts thousands of visitors. 

 

INFO ON HOW TO BOOK A HOLIDAY PACKAGE 

 

Tourists that like to visit Vercelli and its territory, can find on the web information from all 

commercial agents and tour operators. 

During the 6 months period of Expo 2015 the town of Vercelli will create a dedicated 

section in its web site and it will also create a specific new-one. The new web site will 

show a section dedicated to incoming tourism where it will be possible to find itineraries, 

package tours and specific agencies to find necessary information.  


